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For the the latest District information, be sure to connect 
with us on social media! We publish all of our school news, 
upcoming event information, announcements, and more, 
for your convenience! 

A Message From The Principal
Brandt Friends and Family,

The kindergarten students have been applying laser-like focus on their Moving Up 
Ceremony that will take place next Friday, June 16th. They stop me in the halls to 
share their poems and songs. The level of excitement is beyond inspiring. I make 
a concerted effort not to attend any practices or run-throughs, as it is my desire to 
be as surprised, impressed and amazed as you, our wonderful families. Ms. Traina 
is definitely adding her artistic flair, and the teachers are tapping into new levels of 
creativity for this moment. 

The focus for our Moving Up Ceremony is “What Will You Be When You Grow 
Up?” The children came to school dressed in the outfits that defined their career 
aspirations and were able to wax poetic regarding their choices. We are honored to 
help them become the amazing people they are destined to be. 

The preschool students are also hard at work to dazzle you with all of the things 
that they have learned this year. They have firm footing on letter recognition, letter-
sound awareness, number sense and so much more. Our preschool program district-
wide is stellar, and the evidence is in our students. 

Ask your children about our rooftop garden and I am certain that they will tell you 
just how amazing it is. We have kale, watermelon, beets, rainbow swiss chard, 
zinnias, cosmos, black-eyed Susans, basil, mint and oregano. I am thankful for our 
Green Team Leader, Ms. Forte, for her unwavering commitment to teaching our 
students about gardening and sustainability. 

Growth is evident everywhere at Brandt!

Principal Rodriguez-Gomez

Don’t forget about our Parent & Guardian Academy! 
Each month, we offer workshops on topics detailing ways 
to set your children up for success inside and outside the 
classroom. 

Our next event: 

‘13 Reasons Why’ Parent Discussion
June 14, 2017

6:00 PM 
Hoboken High School Cafeteria

Visit our Parent and Guardian Academy webpages to stay  
up to date on all of our exciting events!

Outdoor Protection from the Sun

Just a few serious sunburns can increase your child’s risk 
of skin cancer later in life. Kids don’t have to be at the 
pool, beach, or on vacation to get too much sun. Their skin 
needs protection from the sun’s harmful ultraviolet (UV) 
rays whenever they’re outdoors.

Seek shade. UV rays are strongest and most harmful 
during midday, so it’s best to plan indoor activities then. If 
this is not possible, seek shade under a tree, an umbrella, or 
a pop-up tent. Use these options to prevent sunburn, not to 
seek relief after it’s happened.

Cover up. When possible, long-sleeved shirts and long 
pants and skirts can provide protection from UV rays. 
Clothes made from tightly woven fabric offer the best 
protection. A wet T-shirt offers much less UV protection 
than a dry one, and darker colors may offer more protection 
than lighter colors. 

Get a hat. Hats that shade the face, scalp, ears, and neck 
are easy to use and give great protection. Baseball caps 
are popular among kids, but they don’t protect their ears 
and neck. If your child chooses a cap, be sure to protect 
exposed areas with sunscreen.

Wear sunglasses. They protect your child’s eyes from 
UV rays, which can lead to cataracts later in life. Look for 
sunglasses that wrap around and block as close to 100% of 
both UVA and UVB rays as possible.

Apply sunscreen. Use sunscreen with at least SPF 15 
and UVA and UVB protection every time your child goes 
outside. For the best protection, apply sunscreen generously 
30 minutes before going outdoors. Don’t forget to protect 
ears, noses, lips, and the tops of feet.

Take sunscreen with you to reapply during the day, 
especially after your child swims or exercises. This applies 
to waterproof and water-resistant products as well.

Follow the directions on the package for using a sunscreen 
product on babies less than 6 months old. All products do 
not have the same ingredients; if your child’s skin reacts 
badly to one product, try another one or call a doctor. Your 
baby’s best defense against sunburn is avoiding the sun or 
staying in the shade.

Keep in mind, sunscreen is not meant to allow kids to 
spend more time in the sun than they would otherwise. Try 
combining sunscreen with other options to prevent UV 
damage.

Too Much Sun Hurts

Turning pink? Unprotected skin can be damaged by the 
sun’s UV rays in as little as 15 minutes. Yet it can take up 
to 12 hours for skin to show the full effect of sun exposure. 
So, if your child’s skin looks “a little pink” today, it may be 
burned tomorrow morning. To prevent further burning, get 
your child out of the sun.

Tan? There’s no other way to say it—tanned skin is 
damaged skin. Any change in the color of your child’s skin 
after time outside—whether sunburn or suntan—indicates 
damage from UV rays.

Cool and cloudy? Children still need protection. UV rays, 
not the temperature, do the damage. Clouds do not block 
UV rays, they filter them—and sometimes only slightly.

Hoboken Middle School

Students this week in Ms. 
Geleailan’s 7th Grade 
English Language Arts class 
are determining the use 
of symbolism in literature 
and real life.  We are using 
Coraline and other short 
stories and uncovering the 
different ways that symbols 
are woven throughout the 
stories and how they can be 
applied to their own lives and 
experiences.   

In Ms. Minogue’s 7th grade class, students have been working on their fluency 
skills and listening comprehension through read-alouds in class while progressing 
through our novel, Mockingbird. Students take turns reading aloud while peers 
listen. Students are graded based on a fluency rubric which assesses appropriate 
expression, accuracy, rate, and smoothness (EARS) or prosody. Many students’ 
comprehension of text increases with listening to text read aloud or reading the text 
aloud to others.

Students in Mrs. Della Fave’s 7th Grade Honors English Language Arts classes have 
been designing their own personal Utopian communities. As part of this lesson, 
they created Venn diagrams and wrote essays in which they compared their Utopia 
to Hoboken. They were surprised to find many similarities as well as differences. 
The model communities will be unveiled during a final presentation that will take 
place on Monday, June 19th.

Click the thumbnail below to read the Hoboken High 
School Newsletter!

June 16 Kindergarten Moving Up Ceremony
  10:00 AM

June 16 Grade K-6 Moving Up Day
  9:45 AM
 
June 19 Monthly Morning Meeting
  8:20 AM

June 21 Grade 6 Farewell Luncheon
  10:30 AM - 12:20 PM

June 22 Grade 6 Promotion
  10:00 AM

Social Media Connection

TG Connors Elementary

Connors Elementary School is on Facebook and Twitter! 
Stay up to date by liking and following our social media 
pages!

@ConnorsSchool

Be sure to check our Digital 
Backpack for all the latest 
flyers, announcements and 
event information!

Click here to visit our Digital 
Backpack page.

Students in Ms. Szymanski’s RTI class have been working on reading fluency and 
expression through reader’s theater. First grade students pictured are reading a 
script for “The Boy Who Cried Wolf.” After reading, students were able to come 
together as a group to discuss the moral or lesson learned in the story and devise 
an alternative action for the boy in the story. Reader’s theater offers an entertaining 
and engaging means of improving fluency and enhancing comprehension. The 
reading of the scripts help to increase student’s reading rate and automaticity while 
motivating those students who are reluctant to reread texts. It also provides fluent 
readers the opportunity to explore genre and characterization. When students use 
this repeated reading strategy, it gives them the opportunity to practice speaking 
skills such as pronunciation, inflection, expression, and varied volume. Students 
did a great job reading to convey meaning using their voice, facial expressions, and 
gestures. Way to go first grade!

June 12 Connors Field Day

June 14 Final Box Tops Collection

June 16 Kindergarten Move Up Ceremony 9:30 AM

June 22 Grade 6 Move Up Ceremony  9:00 AM

Reminder:  Passport to Learning online registration for  
  next school year is now open!

Online registration will be open until June 30th.

Visit the district homepage to register and for more 
information about the program and classes offered next 
school year.

Passport to Learning will be no cost for Connors 
families during the 2017-2018 school year.

A Message from the Superintendent

Connect with us on 
Social Media!

Parent & Guardian Academy

Digital Backpack

Brandt Upcoming Events

RTI Update

Salvatore R. Calabro Elementary School

A Message From The Principal

Dear Calabro Learning Community,

Thank you to all who joined us at our annual Field Day on Thursday, June 8th.  
We must also thank Mr. Baker and our PTO for organizing an enjoyable event for 
our students. We again incorporated a “Bully Free” Field Day theme as students 
worked collaboratively and participated in challenging activities. A great time was 
had by all! 

Earlier this year, we participated 
in the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society’s Pennies for Patients 
Program. As a result, we were 
invited to attend the 2017 Pennies 
for Patients Appreciation Dinner.  
Ms. Joyce and Ms. Kontogiannis 
joined the fun on Thursday, 
June 8th on our behalf.  We are 
proud to announce that Calabro 
Elementary School was named 
the Top Per Capita Fundraising 
School in New Jersey!

In this edition, we highlight our RTI program with Ms. Szymanski. Also provided is 
an update on our Project Lead the Way Program with Ms. Benevenga.  You will also 
see the finished products from the 5th grade project based learning activity shared 
in last week’s edition. Check out some great pictures of teaching and learning in 
progress!

Please join us on Monday, June 19, 2017, at 8:15 a.m. for an exciting day!  We 
will begin with our final Morning Meeting of the school year to celebrate and 
recognize both 4th Marking Period and end of year accomplishments.  This will 
be immediately followed by our annual Moving Up day.  Parents and students will 
have the opportunity to visit the classroom and meet the teacher for the 2017-2018 
school year.  A memo was distributed this week to all current K-5th grade students.  
Hope to see you there!

Best,

Joseph P. Vespignani, Ed.D.

Upcoming Events

Thomas G. Connors Elementary School

A Message From The Principal

Our kindergarten and 6th grade students are practicing for their end of year 
ceremonies. We are very proud of our students and we are looking forward to 
celebrating them and their accomplishments. Our students aren’t the only ones who 
are engaging in pomp and circumstance. Some of our very own staff members are 
part of the Class of 2017. Our teachers are life-long learners and we have a few 
teachers who have taken part in their own graduations.   Mrs. Ortiz (5th grade), Ms. 
Gerson (6th grade) and Dr. Coppola (3rd Grade) have all graduated this year.  They 
should be celebrated and we want everyone to know how proud we are of them as 
they are a part of the Connors family.

We recognize that parents are beginning to make plans for the summer. We want 
to ensure that students maintain the momentum that has been established during 
the course of this school year. Please find time to read with your child as much as 
possible now and during the summer months. This would be the perfect time to 
introduce your child to the local library, get them a library card and find out about 
any summer programming that the Hoboken Library has to offer. Numerous studies 
have shown that students who don’t read or read infrequently during the summer 
vacation see their reading abilities stagnate or decline. To maintain or advance your 
child’s literacy skills this summer, turn off the phones, tablets and TV and carve out 
time to just read. The local library could be a great way to research the latest books 
that could be engaging to your child.

It is very important that we have active numbers and addresses for all families. 
Please come into our office and speak with Ms. Ramos or Ms. Santiago to complete 
a form to update your information if your phone number and/or address have 
changed. As always, I look forward to the continued work that we do together for 
the success of every child.
 
~Dr. Pollins

Wallace Elementary School

A Message From The Principal

At the start of this week’s update, I must take a moment to thank our tremendously 
hard-working PTO. It was through their efforts that our field day was again a wild 
success. Planning began months ago in coordination with our school administration, 
and the vision we discussed was realized on Wednesday, June 7th. Field day events 
are ubiquitous in schools across the country at this time of year. Students and teachers 
typically gather for a day of fun activities outdoors. I am confident to say that the 
experience provided for our students at Wallace is second to none. The success of 
our event is possible largely due to the open lines of communication between our 
stakeholders. Without a doubt, the smiles on the faces of our students at Field Day 
2017 are a validation of months of planning and hard work. On behalf of Wallace 
School, thank you to the PTO Leadership Team, the Field Day Committee, and all 
of the parent volunteers (over 40 in total!) who gave time and talent to help out. 
Your contributions are so very greatly appreciated. 

Field Day was just one part of a Spirit Week celebration from June 5th – 9th. 
Our students and staff were encouraged to wear our school colors on Monday. 
Congratulations to Mrs. Mazzone’s class and Mrs. Kane’s class for wearing the 
most green and gold! A walk around the hallways and in our classes showed a 
tremendous amount of participation. Our teaching staff put their new Wallace 
Staff polo shirts to great use on this day. It was a great way to start off the week-
long celebration of school pride. The week also played host to two unique events. 
Students had the opportunity to “Mix It Up” at lunch and sit with different students 
they would not normally sit with. Staff members and parent volunteers sat with 
them to guide them through a series of activities to encourage discussions based 
on acceptance, inclusion, and diversity. Students also had the opportunity to write 
school spirit notes in which they could express their Wallace pride. Be sure to stop 
by our main lobby and check out what our students had to say. The week culminated 
with a pep rally where we honored the students and classes who showed the most 
spirit, as well as students who exhibit the qualities of good citizenship. Be sure to 
check out some awesome photos below. 

In other happenings, our students and staff continue to enjoy their last few weeks 
together before everyone takes the next step on their educational journey. Next 
week, we will celebrate our Pre-K and kindergarten classes with their moving 
up ceremonies. Students are hard at work under the guidance of their teachers to 
prepare for these wonderful events. Our K – 5 students will also have the opportunity 
to gather and meet the grade-level teams of homeroom teachers they may have 
next year. As was mentioned in a previous update, many of our classes continue 
to go on fantastic field trips. Our 4th grade classes recently spent a day at Liberty 
State Park.  In our classrooms, students are writing about their plans for summer 
during language arts, examining weather patterns associated with summer in their 
science classes, examining math through summer-themed activities, and exploring 
geography and mythology in social studies. 

As always, I am grateful for the opportunity to give you a glimpse inside 1100 
Willow Avenue. Until next time…

Martin Shannon, Principal 

A Message From The Principal

You are a STAR.

 Successful, Talented, Accountable, and Respectful.

“We are committed to being successful because we are 
talented, and hold ourselves accountable with the highest 
levels of being respectful.”

Middle School Mantra

Upcoming Events

Hoboken High School Newsletter

Gifted & Talented Students Visit CreativeFest

On June 2nd,  fifth grade gifted students from around Hudson County came togeth-
er to explore different workshops related to science, technology, arts, theater, and 
more at this year’s CreativeFest. Students spent the day in hands-on workshops 
such as Junk Rock: Recycle Band where they created musical instruments from 
recycled materials and composed songs. In the workshop Dream Catchers, students 
were taught the origins of dream catchers and how to construct one. Other work-
shops include ballroom dancing, repurposing crayons to create crayon silhouettes, 
and constructing a working paper roller coaster. A big thank you to Mrs. Mitsakos 
who accompanied our G&T students on this trip. 

Social Media Connection

Upcoming Events

Grade 4 Studies Similes and Hyperbole

Students in 4th grade have been participating 
in a novel study of the classic work Because of 
Winn Dixie. This is always a favorite book of the 
4th grade students as they learn all about a dog 
and his adventures with his human friend, Opal. 
As an extension activity, students dove into the 
world of similes and hyperbole. Students were 
asked to find an example of hyperbole in the 
text, provide the direct text evidence, determine 
the true meaning of the term, and provide a 
picture of how it would look if the phrase or 
term were accurate. Favorite examples include 
“she hugged me so tight my eyes were about to 
fall out” (hyperbole) and “Winn-Dixie looked 
like a furry bullet shooting across the building 
chasing that mouse!” (simile). The highlight for 
many students is always drawing the picture of how each term would look if taken 
literally. 

News from 0ur Nurse

RTI Update

In RTI, Ms. Szymanski uses multisensory 
strategies to enhance student learning and 
engagement. First grade math students pictured 
below have been working on skip counting in 
order to become more fluent with telling time, 
counting money, and understanding properties 
of multiplication.  Information is presented 
to students through multiple pathways, which 
allow different learning styles to absorb 
information. It’s important to understand that 
everyone has different learning styles, and by 
understanding each learning style, teachers are 
able to better approach the way each student 
learns best. 

Visual learners like to have something they can see. They might enjoy diagrams, 
charts, pictures, and images they can use to store in their memory.  Auditory learners 
do best with information that they can hear. They might enjoy hearing rhymes and 
rhythm or listening to lectures and books in audio format. Auditory learners may 
also enjoy writing songs, reciting poetry, reading out loud, or talking problems out 
with a partner or in a group.  Kinesthetic learners are those who enjoy hands-on 
experimentation to help them fully comprehend the information presented. They 
might enjoy hands-on experiences that involve movement, role playing, or field 
trips.

On Friday June 2nd, Calabro held its first ever Diversity 
Summit for students and parents. Ms. Saima Farooq 
began this event by speaking to parents with a powerful 
presentation addressing the importance of embracing 
our differences. Calabro’s diverse population is one of 
its strengths and by using each day as an opportunity to 
learn about someone or something different, we all benefit! 
Following a presentation for parents, students took turns 
performing for a packed audience! Kindergarten students 
recited a beautiful poem, First Graders performed a song, 
and Second Graders performed a dance with the help of 
parent Ms. Gallo. 

Next, third and fourth grade students presented their project, 
“Island Survivor.”  For this project, students had to imagine 
that they were on their way to a deserted island and when 
they woke up, they were on a deserted island.  Together 
with their team, they had to decide how they would survive 
on the island using what they brought in their suitcases and 
what they discovered on their island.  After finishing their 
packet, which included building shelters, mapping out their 
island, and researching animals and landforms, students 
brought their islands to life.  Using recycled materials, 
students created their islands based on the decisions their 
teammates made during the learning process.  For this 
project, students incorporated language arts, math, social 
studies, and science skills.  Third and fourth grade students 
learned the value of working together and putting aside 
their differences to create an astonishing project.  Students 
celebrated their hard work and what they learned about one 
another by creating a class quilt celebrating one another’s 
cultures.  Students also recited the poem “A Colorful 
World” to express how our different backgrounds make us 
all unique. Fifth and sixth grade students closed the event 
with a performance of “We Are The World” accompanied 
by Ms. Monblatt on the piano! Thank you to all involved 
for making our Diversity Summit a success!

June 12 - 15 HOPES Turtle Back Zoo Field Trips

June 14 Pre K 3 Moving Up Ceremony
  MSELC 10:00 AM
  HOPES 1:30 PM

June 15 Pre K 4 Moving Up Ceremony
  MSELC 10:00 AM
  HOPES 12:30 PM

June 16 Brandt Kindergarten Move Up Ceremony 
  10:00 AM

Early Childhood Move Up 
Ceremonies

June 13 Rue Move Up Ceremony 
  HOPES Rue 1 @ 1:00 PM

June 14 Brandt PK 3 Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 3  @ 10:00 AM 
  HOPES PK 3  @ 1:30 PM

  Connors PK 3 Move Up Ceremony
  HOPES C001 PK 3 @ 12:30 PM

  Rue PK 3 Move Up Ceremonies
  HOPES Rue 4 & 6 @ 12:30 PM

June 15 Brandt PK 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 4  @ 10:00 AM 
  HOPES  PK 4  @ 12:30 PM

  Connors PK 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  HOPES C005 & C006 @ 12:30 PM
  
  Wallace PK 3 & 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 3 & 4 @10:30 AM 
  
  Rue PK 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  HOPES Rue 2 & 5 @ 12:30 PM

June 16 Rue PK 3 & 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 3 & 4 @ 10:00 AM 

  St. Francis Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 3  @ 11:00 AM 
  MSELC PK 4 @ 11:30 AM

A Message from PIRT

Celebrating Our Differences: 
Calabro’s Diversity Summit

Project Based Learning in Grade 5

Under the leadership of 
representatives from the Mile 
Square Theater, our Feet of 
Wonder group continues to 
develop choreographed routines 
to a variety of music types, 
including jazz, hip-hop, and 
ballet. Participants continue 
to develop their dancing skills 
while having a great time and 
getting some exercise! Pictured 
below are just a few of the many 
great dancers we have here at 
Connors!

“Change will not come if we wait for some other person, or if we wait for some 
other time.  We are the ones we’ve been waiting for.  We are the change that we 
seek.”  Barack Obama
The new Hoboken Middle School Student Council homeroom representatives 
convened this week, and as you will see and read in this week’s newsletter, they 
have embraced their roles as the change agents in our school community. 
Our representatives were charged with the task of addressing 3 essential questions:

1. What worked this year?
2. What can we do differently?
3. What can we do to enhance the climate and culture of our school for next 

year?

These essential questions and their responses directly impact the climate and 
culture of our school community.  The responses were indicative of young adults 
who are aware of their social responsibility to the school community, and their role 
in creating a school community that benefits all stakeholders. As I observed our 
committed educators facilitate this activity, it was apparent that a positive rapport 
of respect existed between students and teachers, and student-to-student.  Secondly, 
our students clearly stated and supported their opinions of what needs to change to 
foster and sustain our climate and culture.  Moreover, our goal of students realizing 
their role as change agents is coming to fruition.  During the discussion segment of 
the meeting, our students revealed the learning environment and community they 
can foster in the new middle school.  They expressed a need for social etiquette. 
They said that students need to “learn the code of conduct,” “become leaders, 
not followers,” “use manners” and “be on time for school.”  The latter resonates 
with our need to minimize student tardiness, which impacts student achievement.  
Additionally, they recognized themselves as stewards in the school community, 
who should plan and conduct fundraising events, such as car washes and bake sales.  
Lastly, in reflecting on the positives in our school culture, a number of students 
expressed appreciation for the teachers who volunteer their time after school for 
extra academic support, and they said they enjoyed earned perks such as preferred 
seating at lunch, and lunch activities.

One of the most rewarding aspects of being an educator is having the opportunity 
firsthand to see your direct impact on the life of a child: academic achievement, 
emotional development, and in this case fostering socially responsible citizens.  
We value and appreciate this opportunity to play a viable role and experience this 
important time in your child’s life.

I invite you to read on and experience what we are fortunate to experience every 
day.  I welcome you to be a part of this unforgettable experience, as we continue 
to welcome members to the new Hoboken Middle School PTO. Please contact me 
at sdavis@hoboken.k12.nj.us to become a member of the new Hoboken Middle 
School PTO.

The teachers and staff of the Hoboken Middle School are committed to providing 
our students with experiences to foster a love of learning, and creating lifelong 
learners.
 
The new Hoboken Middle School Team continues to appreciate your support, as we 
collaborate and celebrate our students’ social and academic successes.

A Servant Leader,
Dr. Sharon V. Davis
Principal

June 16 Field Day

June 22 Middle School Moving Up Ceremony
  11:30 AM

Inside the Classroom...

English Language Arts

This week in Ms. Airey’s PLTW, students are working on 
their final project.  Each pair was given the task of creating 
a product or invention.  The invention needs to follow 
specific guidelines including evidence for the need for 
the product, what materials will be needed to create the 
product, how much it will cost the inventors and consumers 
and where the product will be sold.  Each pair will also 
work on creating a logo to advertise their product.  Lastly, 
students will present their projects to their classmates.

PLTW Gateway

Science
Students in Ms. Bartolotta’s 8th Grade 
Science class have begun a research project 
on humans’ impact on ecosystems.  They 
have begun investigating how their impact 
(over-hunting, deforestation, pollution, 
and land conservation) will affect multiple 
organism populations and infer how the 
ecosystems will be affected.  Next week, 
students will take their research and 
inferences to create a children’s book that 
teaches others of their findings. 

Student Council Update

Hoboken Middle School’s 
Student Council was hard 
at work this week, as they 
reflected on the school year 
and focused on the changes 
coming our way for the 
2017-2018 school year.  The 
7th and 8th grade homeroom 
representatives collaborated 
in small groups to discuss 
the questions: 

• What worked this year?
• What can we do differently?
• What can we do to enhance the climate and culture 

of our school for next year?

Our group of homeroom representatives determined that 
they liked Challenge Day back in November, fun privileges 
during lunch, and the fact that teachers stayed after school 
for extra help.  Students also discussed how they enjoyed 
fun projects in Project Lead the Way and the middle school 
dance this past winter!  
 
In addition, the Student Council and their advisors reviewed 
the criteria for president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, 
and service chair for the 2017-2018 Hoboken Middle School 
Student Council.  7th grade homeroom representatives 
presented the positions and criteria to their homerooms 
on Tuesday morning.  Homeroom representatives also 
informed their peers that if they are interested in running 

for a position, they must 
submit an essay to Mr. 
Taglieri, Ms. Gennarelli, 
Ms. Falcone, or Mr. 
D’Bernado, explaining 
why they are the man 
or woman for the job. 
Campaigning will begin 
on Friday, June 9th and 
candidates will share 
speeches to the 7th grade 
student body during an 
assembly on Wednesday, 
June 14th. 

Summer Tips on Routines and Schedules

Summertime is often a 
more relaxed time of year.  
Bedtimes tend to get pushed 
back and routines are less 
planned.  As parents, it’s 
understandable to want to 
give our children a “break” from the structure of the school 
year, however, research shows that maintaining consistent 
routines is actually beneficial for our children.  Routines 
help children feel secure and relaxed in their environment.  
When children are provided with a consistent schedule 
they tend to engage less in challenging behavior such as 
task/activity refusal and tantrums.  

It’s important to maintain a consistent bedtime.  Make 
sure that your child is going to bed as close as possible 
to the normal bedtime they have during the school year. 
Try not to change their bedtime more than 30-60 minutes.  
It can take some time for your child to adjust their sleep 
patterns back to waking up early if they have not been 
accustomed to doing so all summer. Generally speaking, 
most 3-5 year olds need between 10-13 hours of sleep per 
night.  Be sure to follow a bedtime routine and do so at the 
same time each night.  A typical routine might consist of 
taking a bath, brushing teeth, putting on PJ’s and reading 2 
books in bed.  A calm and consistent bedtime routine will 
ensure that your child and you have a more restful sleep.

Do your best to establish a consistent daytime schedule.  
There are many benefits to enrolling your child in a 
summer program.  During summer programs, children are 
able to socialize with peers, follow a schedule, and learn 
new skills.  However, if your child won’t be enrolled in 
a summer program, there are things you can do to make 
sure you are still following a consistent and well balanced 
schedule.  Parents can schedule trips to the park and the 
local library to foster socialization, exercise and learning.  
If your child takes naps in school, make sure you are 
scheduling naptime during a similar time.  Incorporating a 
child-directed playtime that allows for your child to engage 
in rich play with their toys and perhaps a friend, can be 
incredibly beneficial.  In fact, children who engage in play 
sessions lasting longer than 30 minutes are more likely to 
have higher levels of social and cognitive play.   

Create your own visual schedule.  Classroom teachers 
post a schedule of what their day will look like in their 
classrooms so that both they and their students know 
which activity is coming next.  Parents can do the same 
at home by writing out a schedule and posting a picture 
describing each activity next to it.  Since most preschoolers 
are not fluent readers, pictures will help your child follow 
the schedule more independently.  Pictures can consist of 
Internet clip art, freehand drawings or real pictures of your 
child engaging in each activity.  

More Scenes from Field Day

Passport to Learning: Feet of Wonder

PLTW Update

In second grade PLTW students studied weather patterns 
and wrote a weather report. Students also made a poster 
to go along with their reports. They presented their reports 
just like a real meteorologist. Second graders also had 
the opportunity to study a computer science unit where 
they have the opportunity to code and design games. Our 
scholars played a game called Repeating Rosie in which 
the goal is to have a dog go through a maze to get home. 
On the way home the dog has to collect bones and avoid 
puddles. 

Third grade scientists at Wallace are in the middle of a 
water and weather unit.  They are currently working on 
a collaborative project with peers about the water cycle.  
Students are able to choose to write a play, a song, a 
diary entry, or create a poster explaining the water cycle.  
Next week students will be going through the steps of the 
engineering design process to design and build water filters 
to solve a problem.  

Spirit Week Pep Rally

Mixing it Up with New Friends at the 
Acceptance, Inclusion, and Diversity Lunch

Wallace celebrated its rich diversity on Tuesday by engaging in meaningful and fun 
lessons. At lunch, students sat with different people and discussed their similarities 
and the importance of accepting and respecting each other’s differences. Wallace 
students had a blast on Thursday Mixing It Up At Lunch and making new friends. 

Check out what some of our amazing Wallace community members said about this 
special event:

“Mix It Up Lunch was the best lunch I had all year”. Elijah V.-1st Grade

“Can we mix it up everyday?”-Alex M.-5th Grade

“The students are loving this, and I’m having fun too!”-Mrs. DiVincent, 1st 
Grade Teacher

On Friday, June 9th, Wallace School’s Spirit Week 
culminated with a fantastic pep rally. All students in grades 
pre-K through 6 had the chance to come to the gym and 
have some fun. The rally was hosted by our awesome 
physical education teachers Ms. Lisa, Mr. Lucatorto, and 
Mrs. Scutellaro. Mr. Stasiak and members of the Rockin’ 
Redwings Marching Band kicked the festivities off with 
some fantastic live music. Ms. Dziuba led the school in 
a “Wallace Rocks” cheer. Mr. Shannon and Mr. Bartlett 
then presented the inaugural Citizenship Awards – one 
student from each homeroom was chosen for outstanding 
citizenship qualities and received a certificate. The Pep 
Rally ended with a very special performance from Mr. Hip 
and Space Jam of the Harlem Wizards basketball team. 
Students and staff got to be a part of the action. A huge 
thank you to Mr. Stasiak and the Rockin’ Redwings, the 
Wallace School PTO Leadership team, Ms. Dziuba, Ms. 
Lisa, Mr. Lucatorto, and Mrs. Scutellaro. Wallace rocks!

Redwing Testimonial Series

Passport to Learning Update

PLTW Launch

Registration for next year’s Passport to Learning Program 
will be open until June 30th. For more information and to 
register online, please click here.  

Exciting courses such as Yoga & Mindfulness, Golf, 
Zoology, and MathCirles are being offered to name just 
a few. The plethora of enrichment courses will now be 
accompanied by an all new Friday Fun Day program.

The Mile Square Demarest Family Volunteers Group put together an amazing and 
exciting field day experience for staff, teachers, and families. With the help of 
“The Inner Athlete,” the students were able to enjoy everything from yoga, sports, 
obstacle courses, and relay races. Each classroom was represented by a different 
colored t-shirts, which were purchased with fundraising money from the book 
fair and coin challenge (which were also great event successes organized by the 
Demarest FVG). Parents from all classrooms were invited to join in and help out 
during the event. Some even participated in everything from the football toss to 
the messy volleyball challenge.  The day ended with a tasty popsicle, medals, and 
pictures with family and friends.

MSELC Demarest Field Day

We would like to remind parents of important required health documents that are due 
at the start of school in September 2017. 

Students returning to the Hoboken Public Schools Early Childhood Program must 
submit an updated physical exam for the new school year (2017-2018).   It is necessary 
to complete only one physical form, the Universal Child Health Record. This form is 
available on the Hoboken Early Childhood Program website or online at www.state.
nj.us/health/forms/ch-14.pdf.  Please include an updated immunization record.  

Students entering kindergarten must have the following booster vaccinations:  DTP #5, 
IPV #4, MMR #2, and Hep B-3 series.  Please check your records and, if incomplete, 
make an appointment for your child to receive the above vaccines before school starts 
in September.  The booster vaccinations are mandatory for your child to attend school, 
according to NJ Department of Health regulations.  

• Students entering Kindergarten - please submit these documents to the school 
nurse in September.

• Students entering Pre K 4 – please submit all documents to your child’s assigned 
family advocate.  

 
Thank you for your cooperation, and feel free to contact the nurse at 201-356-3757, 
or contact your family advocate should you have any questions.  

News from the Nurse

Hoboken Early Childhood 
Advisory Council

HECAC held our last in-person meeting of the school year 
this week.  We would like to thank our members for all 
of their efforts over the last year!  We would also like to 
extend our thanks to Susan Despins and Molly Makris 
who are transitioning off of the council this fall.  We are 
so grateful for our volunteers who offer up their time and 
expertise in service of the community!

In Kindergarten PLTW, students are mastering their 
technology skills using iPads. Students have had much 
practice with programming and coding. They have 
practiced these skills using technology and hands-on 
activities. Students use the Scratch Jr. application on the 
iPads to create their own animated videos. Students are 
able to make a story come to life by creating their own 
characters, a setting, and movement. 

Ms. Leon’s 5th grade students are 
proud to announce the culmination 
of their project based learning (PBL) 
on the topic of reducing, recycling, 
and reusing. The students used plastic 
bottles, cardboard, aluminum, fabric, 
and other recycled materials to create 
an everyday usable item. The students 
created jewelry boxes, desk organizers, 
cellular phone holders, a ring holder, 
pencil cases, planters, wind chimes, a 
bird house, necklaces, piggy banks, tissue dispensers, and much more! 

Please remember to reduce, recycle, and reuse!

Kindness and Sportsmanship at Field Day

On Thursday June 8th, Calabro School students participated in the highly anticipated 
annual Field Day at Hoboken High School's JFK Stadium. Coordinated by Mr. 
Jack Baker, the event afforded students the opportunity to spend the day outside, 
working with classmates to complete challenging activities through collaboration 
and teamwork. Activities included a spoon and egg race, potato sack race, a water 
and cup game, two different bouncy houses, a school-wide soccer game, and a 
bully-free relay race. Students were treated to a BBQ style lunch with snacks and 
treats including popcorn, cotton candy, and Italian ice. Our DJ booth played songs 
to keep energy levels high, while parents and teachers assisted in making these 
activities fun and engaging for all students. On the field, fifth grade student Arianna 
Marin told Mr. Baker, "I love Field Day because we have the best time working 
together and everyone gets to let loose!” 

A huge thank you to Mr. Jack Baker for your work planning this event, as well 
as to our PTO members and parent volunteers! You helped make this day truly 
unforgettable for our students!

As June continues and we get closer to wrapping up a great year, it is always 
beneficial to begin to reflect on the year that we had. 

First grade students were asked to do just that as they developed individualized 
“Look How I Have Grown” projects. Students created a writing sample that 
highlighted some of their achievements from first grade, both social and academic. 
Some of the more popular ideas related to learning to read more books, learning 
how to be a great friend, and improving their listening skills. It is inportant for us 
all to reflect back and continue to look for ways to improve! 

Grade 1 Reflects on their School Year

G&T students having fun at CreativeFest while they learn ballroom dancing. 

Kindergarten Visits Cafeteria

On June 6th, our kindergarten students took an important 
step towards transitioning to first grade. Our youngest 
learners ate lunch in the cafeteria – an end-of-year practice 
that helps them understand the process and dynamics for 
sharing a common area with a large group. Mr. Shannon 
welcomed them to the lunch room and went from table to 
table to say hello to each homeroom.  The students were 
excited to each lunch like “the big kids.” Thanks to our 
food service workers for making our rising first graders 
feel special and welcomed!

Mr. Shannon greets our rising 1st graders as they experience 
lunch in the cafeteria for the first time. 

Mr. Hip and Space Jam of the Harlem Wizards captivate 
the crowd.

Our Citizenship Award Winners in grades K-2. 

Our Citizenship Award Winners in grades 3-6

Scenes from Field Day 2017

Math
Students in MS. Gennarelli’s Grade 7 Math have been working all week completing 
the final exam review packet for mathematics. The math final will take place during 
class on Monday, June 12, Tuesday, June 13, Wednesday, June 14, and Thursday, 
June 15.The final exam is cumulative and the students should be reviewing the 
math concepts they have learned throughout the school year. If the students need 
additional help they are encouraged to see Ms. Gennarelli during C&S, after school, 
or practice the math skills on Khan Academy. In addition, they can login to Edmodo 
to review as well.

Many thanks to the parents who have expressed an interest 
in the new Hoboken Middle School. We continue to 
welcome members. Please contact Dr. Davis at sdavis@
hoboken.k12.nj.us to join the new Hoboken Middle School.

Hoboken Middle School would welcome as many parents 
or family members that would like to become involved in 
planning our all new Parent Teacher Organization (PTO).

Parental involvement is critical in the success of our 
students. The PTO functions as a venue to enrich learning 
experiences for students at the new Hoboken Middle 
School. It is our intent the PTO will enhance the school 
community, foster a stronger school and home connection, 
provide special recognition events and activities, organize 
parent seminars, and much more. There is nothing more 
powerful than when our community works together for the 
future of all students’ academic excellence.

We are looking for members who embrace these goals. 
Please contact me at sdavis@hoboken.k12.nj.us if you 
would like to be part of this exciting and important 
organization. Your support is critical as we develop life- 
long learners and leaders of tomorrow.

Hoboken Middle School PTO

Dear Hoboken Public School District Family Members,
 
As the school year quickly comes to a close, and we look ahead toward our Moving 
Up and Graduation ceremonies, there are a number of exciting upcoming events, 
recent news, and reminders that I’m excited to share with you.  
 
On June 14th, the Department of Special Services will be partnering with the 
Hoboken High School PTO to host a discussion regarding the issues raised by the 
popular Netflix series, “13 Reasons Why.” I want to invite you to join us at 6:00 
PM in the Hoboken High School Cafeteria to explore these complex issues and 
brainstorm ways to positively address them, both at school and at home. Please note 
the change in time and location of this event. This is the usual time and place of the 
Hoboken High School PTO Meeting.
 
We are very excited about our District’s partnership with the City of Hoboken’s 
Public Art Project! On Friday, district art teachers Laura Kolanci and Gionna 
Forte met with a representative from City Hall to scout the location of our District 
Mural. Selected students from grades six through twelfth grades will be planning, 
sketching and painting the mural that will be enjoyed by all in the new pop up park 
in northwest Hoboken.
 
Please join me in congratulating our district students who achieved ‘High Honors’ 
on the math or verbal Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth placement tests! 
Hoboken students were honored at Columbia University and Rutgers University last 
Sunday. The assessment process is complete for the identification of those children 
who meet the criteria to participate in our district’s 2017-2018 gifted and talented 
program.  Congratulations to all that qualify.  In addition to Johns Hopkins, Stanford 
EPGY and Khan Academy opportunities, we will also be adding an Odyssey of 
the Mind component at the middle school level and expanding our challenge and 
support programming, along with enrichment offerings for all students across the 
district.
 
Our annual Hoboken High School Academic & Athletic Achievement Dinner will be 
held on Wednesday, June 15th at the Wallace Elementary School Gym at 6:00 PM. 
I’m looking forward to celebrating all our students’ outstanding accomplishments 
this year.
 
I am also happy to announce that we are offering online registration for the Fall 
2017 sports season. Links and information regarding registration can be found here. 
Follow @hobokenredwings or visit www.hobokenredwings.org for all the latest 
information on Hoboken High School athletics.
 
Please be reminded that registration for next year’s Passport to Learning Program 
will be open until June 30th. For more information and to register online, please 
click here.  Exciting courses such as Yoga & Mindfulness, Golf, Zoology, and 
MathCirles are being offered to name just a few. The plethora of enrichment courses 
will now be accompanied by an all new Friday Fun Day program.
 
I’d also like to remind you that the 2017-2018 Hoboken High School Program 
of Studies is here! This comprehensive document includes all of our updated 
classes available to students beginning in September. I am confident that our high 
school students will benefit tremendously from the array of relevant and unique 
new courses such as Mandarin Chinese, 21st Century Cultural Literacy, People 
Who Have Shaped the World, International Cuisine, Studies in Sustainability and 
Environmental Science, and many more. I am also thrilled to present a number of 
new programs, certifications, dual enrollment opportunities, international travel, 
virtual learning, and personal growth experiences. Click here to view Hoboken 
High School’s 2017-2018 Program of Studies.
 
This week, you’ll hear from our principals, read updates from our classrooms, and 
jump into a few of our Field Day celebrations.
 
Our Early Childhood Program has been eagerly preparing for their Moving Up 
Ceremonies that will be held this week. In The Herald, you’ll find an update from 
Ms. Szymanski’s RTI class, recap Mile Square Demarest’s Field Day event, and a 
schedule detailing all of our Move Up Ceremonies.
 
I’m very proud to announce that Calabro Elementary School was named the Pennies 
for Patients Program’s Top Per Capita Fundraising School in New Jersey! I want to 
commend all of our students, families, and staff on such a marvelous achievement. 
You’ll also be able to read about the first ever Diversity Summit, the culmination of 
the fifth grade’s project-based learning exploration into sustainability, the Project 
Lead The Way program, and catch some scenes from Field Day.
 
In the Connors School section of The Herald, you’ll read about similes and 
hyperboles from our fourth grade classrooms, explore the latest on the Passport to 
Learning’s Feet of Wonder program, and look back on the school year with grade 
one.
 
Wallace ended last week with a very inspiring School Spirit Pep Rally! I want to 
congratulate all of the Wallace Citizenship Award winners, and I want to thank the 
Rockin’ Redwings Marching Band, Mr. Hip and Space Jam of the Harlem Wizards 
basketball team, and the Wallace School PTO for helping to make this event 
possible. You’ll also find news from CreativeFest, the Acceptance, Inclusion, and 
Diversity Lunch, Project Lead The Way, Field Day, and our kindergarten classes as 
they begin preparation for first grade.
 
I’m proud to share with you that the Hoboken Middle School Student Council is 
off to a great start. You can read all about their work so far in this week’s edition 
of The Herald. You’ll also get an extensive look in many of our classrooms as they 
get ready for finals. Please also take note of the open PTO Invitation. I encourage 
anyone who is interested to contact Dr. Davis at sdavis@hoboken.k12.nj.us. In 
next Friday’s edition of The Herald, I will be providing a comprehensive overview 
of the new Hoboken Middle School, including facilities plans and academic and 
extra-curricular programing.  The update will also detail particular elements such 
as uniform information and the bell schedule.
 
In the Hoboken High School Weekly Update, you’ll read about the Personal Growth 
Period, you’ll find important updates from the Student Center and Classrooms 
Without Walls program, and you’ll be able to checkout some of our latest classroom 
achievements. I want to give a special congratulations to juniors Ivelisse Lorenzo 
and Demeara Davenport on earning the Rotary Youth Leadership Award! We are 
so proud! You can read more about their accomplishments in the Hoboken High 
School Weekly Update.
 
At the start of the school year, the Hoboken School District launched a new district 
website.  I encourage you to get acquainted with the new layout, features, and content. 
Resources such as our district calendar, program information, and important notices 
are published and continuously updated. I would also like to draw your attention 
toward our social media platforms. Please follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and 
WordPress.  Each brings district and school events, news, and accomplishments to 
you in real time. 
 
Sincerely,

Christine A. Johnson

Christine A. Johnson
Superintendent of Schools 
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